
Agronomic justification

Agrologists must perform a new act: develop an agronomic justification for farmers for the 
application, for agricultural purposes, of the highest-risk pesticides or for the application of 
Class 3A pesticides into or on the soil. This work must be carried out in compliance with the 
conditions mentioned in the agronomic justification.

Farmers without an agronomic justification are prohibited from applying these pesticides or 
having them applied. The effective dates of this requirement will be spread out according to the following schedule.

Effective date Pesticides covered
March 8, 2018 Class 1 to Class 3 pesticides containing atrazine

• For all crops grown in the field
September 8, 2018 Class 3A pesticides
April 1, 2019 Class 1 to Class 3 pesticides containing chlorpyrifos, 

clothianidin, imidacloprid, or thiamethoxam
• For all crops grown in the field, including those 

under tunnels*
                  * Building or greenhouse applications are not covered by the requirement.

An agronomic justification may cover a parcel or group of parcels of a crop where the same pesticide application will control the same pest 
problem. This will avoid having to develop multiple justifications for the same intervention.
An agronomic justification must be given to the farmer, as the farmer must keep the document for a period of five years.
Note: No specific document format is required by regulation; only the information that a justification must contain is regulated.

Agronomic prescription

An agronomic prescription is a document that accompanies an agronomic justification. It is based on the agronomic justification, i.e., the 
evaluation of the phytosanitary problem carried out by the agrologist. To issue a prescription, an agrologist must first produce a justification. 
The prescription allows the farmer to purchase the pesticide covered by the justification. Without an agronomic justification and prescription, 
the farmer is prohibited from applying the pesticide and, therefore, from purchasing it.
Furthermore, retailers may sell the covered products only if a person authorized to apply them provides them with an agronomic prescription. 
This requirement will come into force according to the same timetable as for the agronomic justification.
The agronomic prescription does not have to be kept by the farmer, as this document is given to the vendor.
Note: No specific document format is required by regulation; only the information that a prescription must contain is regulated.
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Class 3A pesticides
Neonicotinoids (clothianidin, imidacloprid, 
or thiamethoxam) coating the seeds of 
these crops:

• Oats
• Wheat
• Canola
• Grain corn

• Forage corn
• Sweet corn
• Barley
• Soybean

http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/pesticides/permis/modif-reglements2017/Liste_justification_agronomique.pdf


The information contained in this document does not cover all aspects of the regulations and does not replace the regulations published in the Gazette officielle du Québec.

Justification in emergency situations

Where a Class 1 to Class 3 pesticide containing chlorpyrifos, clothianidin, imidacloprid, or thiamethoxam must be applied quickly to control 
an insect pest that endangers a crop, it may be applied, on an exceptional basis, before an agronomic justification is obtained. However,  
all of the following conditions must be met:

• The agrologist must be of the opinion that:
 • An insect pest is endangering the crop
 • A treatment containing one of these pesticides is the most appropriate

• An agronomic prescription must be obtained before the pesticide is applied, its number must begin with the letter “U,” and it must 
indicate the parcel or group of parcels where the application will be made.

• The pesticide must be applied within 36 hours after the prescription is issued.
• An agronomic justification must be obtained within two working days after the prescription is issued.

Even in emergency situations, the agrologist must identify and evaluate the phytosanitary problem (by visual screening in the crop) before 
producing an agronomic prescription.

Content of an agronomic justification and prescription

To purchase and apply any of these pesticides, farmers must have a valid agronomic justification and prescription. The documents must therefore 
be signed, and the expiry date, which cannot exceed one year, must be respected. The documents must contain all required information (Pesticides 
Management Code, sections 74.1 to 74.4).
An agronomic justification and prescription must be produced by the same agrologist. If changes are to be made to either of these documents, 
only the signing agrologist is authorized to do so. This does not prevent two agrologists from discussing and determining an alternative pesticide 
together. To avoid having to change a prescription, it is important to remember that the signing agrologist can enter more than one trade name 
for pesticides.
To find out all the information required, please consult the following documents:

• Agronomic justification and prescription templates, including for emergency situations:  
www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/pesticides/permis/modif-reglements2017/agronomic.doc;

• Checklist of information required for an agronomic justification and prescription:  
www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/pesticides/permis/modif-reglements2017/checklist.docx. 

Decision support tool

Decision support tools have been developed for the process of producing an agronomic justification:
• Neonicotinoids coating seeds of certain crops

The VFF QC, digital application, developed by Ministère de l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de l’Alimentation du Québec (MAPAQ) and 
Centre de recherche sur les grains (CÉROM), helps better manage the risks associated with wireworm, the main insect pest in field 
crops. This tool is used to assess whether the use of neonicotinoid-treated seed is justified.

• Atrazine
Ordre des agronomes du Québec (OAQ), in partnership with other organizations, has developed a guideline and decision support tool for 
the use of atrazine on corn. This guideline considers the potential risks of leaching and runoff of atrazine and conditions conducive to its 
loss into the environment. A decision support diagram guides agrologists through all the steps leading to a justified recommendation.

• Chlorpyrifos and neonicotinoids
OAQ is currently working in partnership with other organizations to provide agrologists with adequate tools to make decisions on all 
pesticides covered by the regulations.

For more details on the new requirements,  
please consult the MDDELCC website at:  

www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/

http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/pesticides/permis/modif-reglements2017/agronomic.doc
http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/pesticides/permis/modif-reglements2017/checklist.docx
http://cerom.qc.ca/vffqc/
https://oaq.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/170930-ligne-directrice-atrazine.pdf
https://oaq.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/170930-ligne-directrice-atrazine.pdf
http://www.mddelcc.gouv.qc.ca/

